Idkw6og Xtaivydovep

H AIZOHTIKH THX AIIOYZIAX XTH MOYZXZIKH

H yevikn évvolo tng omovciog €xel TOAAEC GNUOGIES, OVOPEPETAL
GTNV amovsla VTTaPENC T0GO Ge eTITED0 ECWTEPIKNG TTPAYUOTIKOTN-
TOC OGO KOL EGWTEPIKNG, NTOL AVIPOILYNG GLUVELINGNC, BVO OYELC TNG
OToVGLag ToV ®WGTOGO dev TavTigovTal TAvTa petald Toug. H cwpa-
TIkN VTTOPEN EVOC OTOUOV OEV EYYULATOL KOL TNV TIVELUATIKN TOVU TTO-
pouvcia. AANG akoun Kot TO YEYOVOC OTL KATL OgV VTTAPXEL WG AVTIKEL-
HEVO TV 016ANGEWY eV GNUalveL aTtapaltnTa 0Tt OeV LITOPEL va. elval
TOPOV GUVELONGLOKA, KOG OVARYNGN N TTPOGOOKLIO, GTN POVTOGLO KA-
ooV N 6Ta. 6velpd Tou. Elval yvwoTd 0Tl OVTIKEUEVO TNC UOVGLKNC
ékppaong dev elval TPOTIGTOC N SLAGTOON TNC EEWTEPLKNG TTPOYULOTL-
KOTNTAC OAAG 0VTH TNE avdPOTILVNC 6w TEPIKOTNTOC. H povsikn pmo-
pel va avadelfel VONUATA AKOWUO KOL GTO TAGIGLO 0.ITOVGLOC TNG TTPOY-
HaTikng VITOPENG, ATOKOADTTTOVTAC TNV TOPOVGLO GREPEWY N GUVAL-
GONUATOV, KON KOl OTAY OUTA O GYETLLOVTOL YE €Va TIPAYUOTIKO
yeyovog 1 Tpocoto. O momntng -kat guvdetng- E.T.A Hoffmann avé-
deife, 6TN YVWOTN KELTIKN TOL Yo TNV 51 Zup@ovia Tov Mretdbev',
T0 10LAITEPO OUTO XOPOKTNELGTIKO TNC KOVGIKNG, TTPOGOL0PILOVTAC
TOVTOXPOVO TO LOAVIKO TNC PORAVTIKNC araANTikNg: H povaoikn avolyet
6710V AvIdpwmo €va ayvwato Gacidelo ov dev €xel TITOTO KOO pe
TOV eEWTEPIKO AULGINTNPLOKO KOGUO Ttou Tov TteptBaidet, 6aciieto Tov
a@Nvel Tew OAG TO. GUVALGINUATO TTOV UTTOPOVY VO, TTPOGOLOPLGTOVY
uéoa omo €vvoleg, odNyovTag 6To avékppacto. H pouvoikn €xel to
TPOVOULO VO UTTOPEL VO KAVEL OLGINTN TNV TTAPOVGLO. EVOC YUYOAOYL-
KOV 1 vTTePBATIKOV TEPLEXOUEVOL, VO UTTOPEL VA OVATTAPAGTNGEL TO
TIVEVUATIKG KOl OLGONTNPLOKG OTTPOGTEAOGTO, VO. ETKOLVWVN-GEL O-

' Hoffmann, Ernst Theodor Amadeus, “Rezension der 5. Symphonie von
Ludwig van Beethoven”, to: Allgemeine musikalische Zeitung 12 (1810), Nr.
40, Sp. 630—642 u. Nr. 41, Sp. 652—659.
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kPl6OC avTo Tov dev pmopel va yivel avTIANTTO eEWTEPIKA N VO. KO-
tavondel. Mmopel va ek@pacel OAa 6Ga SeV OVTITTPOGHTIEVOVTOL OTTO
EIKOVEC KOl TN YAWGGA, TOU POLALOLYV VO ATTOUGLALOLY OAAG GTNV
TEAYUOTIKOTNTO VITAPYOLY GE Lo GAAN OVTOAOYIKN GPALPOL.

[Mwg popel N povatkn va 1o TeTvYeL ovTto; 'Hon and tov 16°
alOVO, YOQOKTNPELOTIKEC TTOVGELC GTN KOVUGIKN GYETLCOVTOL e LOEEC
IOV €Y0VV VA KAVOLY UE TNV ATTOVGLO GTNV EVPVTEPN TNC €VVOLO. XTO
¢pyo touv Heinrich Schiitz ot mtabdeelc avamapietovv v 1€ Tov da-
vatov kat g awvidtntag. O Ludwig van Beethoven pdg Aéet’: «O
ddavatog do pmopoloe Vo ekPPOGTEL PEGO OTO Lo TTaVGN»* 6To Te
deum tov Bruckner ot Aé€eic “usque ad aeternum” akoAovdovvtat
OO PLa €VToVN YEVIKN TTAVON: «KPEUAGO. TO AGOVTO LOV GTOV TOLYO>»,
Tpoyovddel 0 TPwTOyoVGTNG TNC¢ Schone Miillerin tov Franz
Schubert 6¢ éva tpayoOdL Tov KOKAOL avToV. To Kelpevd Tou widdet
YLO. TNV aTTEEVYNGN TNG TTOMNTIKNC KOL TPOYOLOLGTIKNG TTPAENC, yLo. €va
«OLGAelppo» Ge ToMon, TPayoLdtl Kot 6Ovdecn. Me avToG EOLAGUOVGC
GTO TILAVO, UE L0 GPUOVIO. TOVTOYPOVO GTOTIKN KAl 0.GTOON, OVELPIKA
todigovca kot mePLITAavopevn, o Schubert poceyyitel povatkda oyt
™MV €KEEACN TOU TAPOVTIKA TTPAYULOTIKOD OAAD €vOC LOKELVOD TTO-
peAdGVTOC KAt evOC a.6apoig péANovToc. TTapduota kat 6TNY ékppacn
TOU «WUIKPOV 0OEPPOV» TNC OPLOTIKNG GOWATIKAC OITOVGLOC, TOV V-
mvov, o Robert Schumann oto ITadi wov kowdrar amd 1i¢ Iadikég
OKNVEC yla TIdvo, GUVIETEL e L0 OUOLOKOPPN PLOWIKN KIVNGT KOL UL
0pUOVIa TTOL TEPLOTPEPETAL YOPW OO ULo. vOTa G ostinato Tov Ko-
TOANYEL GTNV VTTOOEGTIOO0VGA PLa LOVGLKN TTOV BPIGKETOL GE L0, KO-
taotaon avactohng. H npepla aAdd kol n arovsio piag Aoyikd 6to-
YEVUEVNG, TEAEOAOYIKG TTPOGOLOPLGUEVNC PONC TOV LOVGIKOY YEYOVO-
TOV anotelel KoL €30 €RPEAGT ULOC KOTAGTOGNG GITOVGLOC TNG OL-
Kelag TAENC TPAYUATOV.

Oewp®OVTOC TNV TEOYUATIKN OITOVGLO YOV GTN KOUGLKY, TNV
06N, WG TNV TLO APECT] KOL GOPN NYNTIKN EKPEOCT TNE OITOVGLOC, TTO-
PaTNEOVUE OTL N GLOTN AVTN OeV KOTEYEL LOVO GLUBOAIKN AN OTL aTTo-
KTO KOL L0 (POLVOUEVOAOYLKT ONPaGia, eTiteAOVTOC pLo 6acikn Aertovp-
yla otV (Bta ™ SLadkaGio. LGINTIKNG AvTIANYNC TNC LOVGIKNG.

? Ludwig van Beethoven, “Skizzenblitter zum Klavierstiick ‘Fiir Elise’ WoO
59, zum Marsch WoO 19 und zu Egmont op. 84", gto: Faksimile des Beethoven-
Hauses, B6vvn 2002.
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X0poKTNEIGTIKG KADE eKTEAEGNC €VOC LOULGLKOU £€pYOU elval
OTL N EUTELPLO. TOV OKPOATN TAULGLOVETOL ATTO dVO GLWTEC TOV dLu-
@P£POVV TOAD PeTOD TOVC WC TTPOC TO «TEPLEXOUEVO» Tovg. H Grwmn
OV TNV eKTEAEGT €lVaL YEUATN TTPOGUOVY Yo TO €pyo. YTdapyeL Ta-
VTO Lo 0P)IKN GLOTN TEOGOOoKIaC, €VTAGNC, TTOV OTEAEVIEPHVETOL
UOVO e TOUC TTPOTOUC NYOVC TOL £pYov. MepIkEC PopEC pueTaToTiCe-
TaL akopn kot 6adid péca 6to €pyo, ylo Topddelypa 0Tav 0 GUVIETNG
KOTOYQPAQEL TN GLOTN GTNY 0.PXN TOU KOUUATIO, TT.Y. UE £VO OVETOL-
cdnto pianisisimo, 6mov N TPoGpovn TS NYNTIKNG dtadikaaciag, on-
Aadn n TeTapévn akpoaon, Stapkel PEXPL TN GTLYUN TOL AVEAVETOL N
OULVOULKN KOL 1] €VTAGN TOU 1YO0V.

‘Eva. AAN0 «Teplexopevo» kol AAAo vonuo Gtnv aledNTkN &-
prelpio Tov €pyou aTokTA To SeVTEPO €00C GLWTNG TOV ETEPYETAL
peTd 10 66NoLo Tov €pyou, LETA TNV OAOKANPWGN TNC EKTEAEGNC TOV,
0TOY Ol TEAEVTALEC GTIYUES TOV €PYOV GUVEXICOVY VO NYOVV GTN GUVEL-
onon tov akpoat. O POUGIKOC TTOV EPUNVEVEL UTTOPEL VO ETTEKTEIVEL
N GLOTIN GTO TEAOC TOL €PYOL, JLATNEOVTAC LE LG GTOTIKN XELPOVO-
ula TNV €vTaen TNE GLTNS TOL SNULOVPYELTAL TTPLY TN YOAAPWGN KATA
TO YeLPOKPOTNIA. O GUVIETNC TO KAVEL ETLONC UEPIKEC POPEC, OTIHOC
m.y. o Gyorgy Ligeti ota tehevtala 20 Jdevtepdlemta TV
Aventures, 0TTOUV TPAYOLOLGTEC, OPYOVOTIAIKTEC KOl UOEGTPOC OO
TPETEL VO Lelvouy akivinTol uéypt 1o T€Aog, N 6T 6To Atmospheres,
TO OTOl0 OAOKANPWVETAL PE WLO. YEVIKN TOUON yloo TEVTE petpo. H
GlLTN 6TO TEAOC TOL £pYyou eCapTdTal 6 peydio 6adud amo to eidog
TOV €PYOV, TO VPOC TOV, TNV TEAELOTNTO TNC EPUNVELOC TOV, TN GYEGN
TOVL OKPOOTN Pe TO OeOOUEVO €PY0, UTTOTEADVTAC WGTOGO KADE POPA
Oyl (o aTmAn GlwTN OAAG YLO QOPTIGUEVN Pe TNV €VTOON KOl TO GU-
VOLGONUOTO TNC POVGIKNG LeTOBATIKN KOTAGTOGN N OTTol0 XpeLaLeTal
XOOVO yla. va odnyndel 6NV KOVOVIKOTNTO YLOC OTTANG ATTOVGIOC TOV
nyov.

Oyt pévo mpv kot petd aAdd kol eviog Tou €pYyou N TOUoN
elval TavtoyoL TaPOoVGO. GTN POUGLKT. (¢ avaTTOGTTAGTA OTTO TN GUV-
deon Ooptkd atotyela, ol TADGELC ATOTEAODY OVGLOGTIKO PLEPOC TNG
0pPYOVIKNG poNg Tng pouaikng. Ilpocmdadeieg meptypapng kat Tagivo-
UNONC TOV JAPOPWY YPNGEWY KOl ETLOPAGEMY TNG TA.VGNC 0ONYNGOV
TNV LOVGIKOAOYLO GTOV 0PLGUO €00V TAVGEWY, YLO. TOPAJELYUO GTLIC
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avalboelg tov Ernst Kurth’, tov «madeewv évtaonc» wg pépog g
OtadikaGlog eRPEAGTIKNG KALLARWGNG, | avTideTa TNG «Tavong e¢d-
VTANGNC» WC GToLXelo e€0.GAEVIONG TNC NYNTIKNG EVEPYELOC TOV LOUGL-
KOV €pyov. 210 £pyo Tov Anton Bruckner ot maldcelc mapamépmovy
OTIC KOTNYOPLeC TNC €KTOONG KOL TNC OTTOGTAONC, AgtTovpywvtag 6d-
GEL TNC WUGTLKIGTIKNG KOGUODeEwPLlAC TOV GUVIETN WC PEGO PLOVGLKOV
ovpBoAiauol vrtepbatikov Wev. I'evikdTepa ol TOVGELC GYeTICOVTAL
KE TN GOROTIKOTNTA TNG KOUGLKNG, TTNYACOLV GTOV OVOYKOGTIKC Tre-
TEPAGUEVO XOPOUKTNPO OPYOVIKOV OLAOIKOGLOV OTIWC AVTOV TNC OVO-
mvong (.. 610 TPayoHdl), 6mov n Ghvtoun amovcio dpdong amotelel
NV TPOVYTTOIEGN yLo. TN GUVEXLGN TNC. OIS Kat Ge OVTEC TIC SLadLka-
Gleg, €T0L KAl 6TN POVGLKN elval 6€6ato 6Tt ot TavGelg avtég dev e€a-
Aglpovv ™ CWTIKOTNTA KOl TNV AlGINGN TNC GUVEXELOC ptag Otadika-
olag. Avtideta, GTIC GTIYHEC OTOVGLAC NYXOV N eVEPYELD Kat ot duVd-
KELC TTOV €xouv NdN emitevydel GTN YPOVIKN PON TOL €YoV OYL LOVO
dev OtokOTTOVTAL OAAG EVIGYVOVTAL, KODIGTOVTAC TIC TAVGELS OVOITTO-
GTO.GTO. GTOLYElO TOV 0PYUVIKOD GUVOAOVL, OTtwC OAa TO. AAAD SOULKA
oTOlYEl0 TN LOVGLKNG. XTO TTAGIGLO KATAVONGNG TN POVGIKNG WC GU-
VOTTapENg SLodikacLlOY KivnoNng KAl avamovueng, £VToong Kot XaAdpw-
oNng, N OLOAEKTIKN evOTNTA PETALD TOL MNYOUL KAl TNC OITOVGLOC TOV
GUYKPOTEL TO {WTIKO GTOLXELO TOV LOUGLKOV PALVOUEVOL GTN YPOVIKO-
MTO TOU.

Mo 1Oialtepn TEPITTWON OTTOVGLAC TOV OEV GUYKPOTELTOL
00TE a0 TOVGELC AAAA KOl 0UTE a6 AAAOL €(00VC UOVGLKA GTOLYEld,
elval N GLOTN OXL WC N GVTIKEUEVIKN ATTOVGLA KATTOL0U N0V, OAAD ©C
N OTOVGLO TPODETIKOTNTAC TOGO KATA TNV TOPOYWYN OGO KOl KOTA
v okpoacn tov. Mia tétolo Glwmn pmopovpe vo Glocovpe GTN
@von. H ciomn mov «akovpe» 6tav 6piokopaacte ce Lo 6ovvokopen,
uéaa ato vepo g dalaccag N 6to ddcog, dev €xel To LOlo aLGINTIKOG
TIEPLEYOPEVO KOL AELTOVPYLO L€ AUTY] EVTOC TNC OPYAVOUEVNC YPOVIKO-
NTAC €VOC €PYOL TEXVNG, €lTE OVTO elval DeaTPLKO €pY0, TOINUO N
HovGLkS €pyo. Zoppwva pe tov John Cage n GLoTN TPETEL VO ETOVO-
TPOGOLOPLGTEL YL VO, GLVEYIGEL VO, €YEL VOO WC TN GLYYPOVN OLGON-

’> BA. Ernst Kurth, “Die Dynamik der Pausen”, to: Grundlagen des linearen
Kontrapunkts, Bépvn 1917, o, 192-195.
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TIkN avTiAnyn. Ymootnpigel 0Tt dev VTTAPYEL OAVTIKELUEVIKOC OLayWEL-
opo¢ petagh dopvbou kal GLOTNG AAAG Lovo peTafl TG TPOJeonC N
NG OTTOVGLOC TPODEGNC VO OKOVGEL KATIOLOC KATL N VO OPNGEL TNV
TPOGOYN TOV va amocTosTel amo tov ddpuv6o. To ovcLacTikG vonua
¢ cluTng yo Tov Cage elval 0Tt KATTOLOC EYRATAAEITTEL TNV TPOJEON”
GLWTN elval ATA®C N AT0VGL0 GKOTILLOV dopvBov N N aTevepyoToinon
™G¢ Guveldnong pog. Avti 1 d€a avTITPOGWITEVEL (GKEC TO TLO GNUOL-
VTIKO GNPelo GTN PLAOGOPLO TOV. ZYXETIKA Pe TO SLAGNUO «GLOTNAO>
¢pyo tov 4."33" " o Cage avagépet: «To koppdrt dev elval 6Ny TPOY-
noTikéTNTO. GLOTNAG (Bev da vidptel ToTé GlwTN PéyxpeL va £pdet o
ddavatog Tov dev épyetan moté). Elvar yepdro fyoug, aAld fxoug mov
Oev elya OKEPTEL €K TWV TPOTEPWYV, TOUC OTOLOUC AKOV® YLO. TPWOTN
@opd. TNV (dLa. PoPA TOL TOLC 0KOVVE Kal ot dAAot. AvTtd TTov akodu.e
k0dopigeTal amd 1o OKO pag KeEVO, TN OIKN KOC OTTAN OEKTIKOTNTOL
[MpocAap6avovpe ™ clwTn 6to 6adud mov elpacte Adelol ®GTE VO
uropolpe vo 10 kGvoupe»*. MéGw aVTAC TG «PN ROVGIKAG», tOLof-
TepN Ep@acn SIVETOL GTO va Yivel GUVELONTOC OYL LOVO O KAINUEPLVOC
00pvBoc oV GUVOdEVEL TTAVTO TIC LOUGIKEC ERTEAEGELC -0l KIVNGELC
ToV TOvioTa, o 6Myag KAt ot dtdopot NYOL TOVv KOWOoU- GAAG KOl N
(O n dadikaoio TNG GKONG, KOL TTAVGD O’ OAa, N TO.PO0VGO. OL0 TNG
OToVGLag TNG HOVGLKN TNE GlwTNg. To KoppdTt elvat, GOUPLVa pe Ta
Aoyia tov Karlheinz Stockhausen, pia «apvntik oveikns», pia Gko-
TUUN OTTOVGLO. GROTUUOTNTAC TOV NXWV, ATTOTEAEL TNV «NYNTIKN-0.0KN-
TIKN LOPPN TOV TiTOTO» .

H évvola g amovclag 6tn poucikn ep@avicet Wialtepo evila-
@P£p0V 0TOV AVaADETOL GTN GUVOTIOPEN TNC PE PLo. TEXVN TTOV GE OVTLOEGN
K€ TN POVGLKY] aTTeLIVVETOL KLPLWE OYL GTNV OVIPOTILVN EGWTEPIKOTNTO
OAAG GTNV OVOTTOPAGTOGN TOV EEWTEPIKOD KOGUOV, TNV TEXVN TNC EIKO-
vag. To téAog Tng TPOTNC GRNYNC TNV TPOTN optAolGo. Tawvia tov Fritz
Lang, ato M (O Apdkoc tov NtoceAviopp), 6tnv omola petd amd Alyo
Aettd yepdta on, yepdta dopvoug, Totdikd TpoyoldLo. kKol SLaAGyoug
(o OLOTTEPOOTIKN GLWTTN TTACLGLOVEL TNV EIKOVO. TOU GLOPOVUEVOV UTTO-
AoVI0U TOV TTPOPAVHOC GKOTWIEVOV KOPL-TGLOV, VYO TOU BOAOPAVOL TNC

* John Cage, “Letter to Helen Wolff (11 Apr. 1954)”, gto: The Selected Letters
of John Cage, Middletown, Conn. 2016, c. 177.

> BA. Ludger Liitkehaus, “Am Nullpunkt der Stille”, cto: Neue Ziircher
Zeitung (27. Dezember 2008).
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TOVlOG, OVOOEIKVVEL TNV €VTOVN EK-PEOAGTIKN OUVOPN TNC GLOTNG. XTN
GKNVN QUTN OVOOVETOL L0 £VTOGN GUVOLGONUATOC TTOU TA LOVGIKA UEGA
a1t6 pova Toug TAavd Oev da UIToPoVGOY Vo, ekPEAGouV. OTwg Kat Ge
aAAegc Towvieg OV OLLOTTOLOVY GUVELSNTA KOl GTOXEVUEVA TNV GITOUGLOL
TOV MOV KOL TNG YOVGLKNG, 1 GLWITN YIVETOL €00 UEGO ERPPOONC EVOC
TOAD GUYKERPLUEVOL OPOUOTIKOV TTeptexopévou. I'ia Tov deatn, n otiyun
NG GLWTING ERPPALEL TN GUVEXLON TNC {WNC TWV OITEKOVIIOUEVHDV TTPOGH-
TV G pLo. AAAN, Wuyoloykn n vtepBoTikn SLAGTAGN. XTIC GTIYUEC Glw-
TN¢ 0 deaTNG YPNowoToLel TN SLOKOTN TNG PONG Y va BLwacel To Guval-
GONULATO TIOV TOV TTPOKOAEL 1 EKOVA KOL VO GLUVOLGOOVIEL YULYXOAOYIKEC
dadikacieg ov Aapbavouvv ywpa G6TIC Yuxéc Tev Npwwv. H amovcia
NYNTIKOV €PEDGUATOV GUVOOEVETAL ATTO TNV £VTOVN KOL GUUTTUKVOUEVN
TAPOVGLO. GUVALGINUATWVY KOl GKEWPEWY GE €Va eTTTEDO OVOGTOYOGIOV
KOl VTTEPBAGNC TNC TIPAYUOTIKNG PONC TOU GLGINTIKOV XPOVOU TNC TOL-
viag.

‘Ontwg KOl GTN POVGIKN OTAV OVAPEPOUOGTE YEVIKOTEPO GTNVY
OITOVGIO. NXOV, AVTO TTOV GTNVY TPOYROATIKOTNTA EVVOOVUE €lval €vag
NX0C TOL TTAVTA avVINYEl, LEPIKEC POPEC ®C VTTEVIVULGN YL KATL TTOV
O€V LTTAPYEL TLO, VIO KATL TTOV OVOUEVETOL 1] VIO KATL TTOV OLOKOTITEL
TAPOOLKA TOV NYO YWPIC ®GTOGO va. To avalpel, AAAG Tov wAAAov To
dvvapovel, Ge PLo Guvexn TOAAVTLoN €vtaong kat yaAdpwong. H dia-
AEKTIKN HOUGLKNC KOl GLOTING dev Sta@épel oo TN OLOAEKTIKN GXEGN
netafv ung kot davatov. O ddvatog €vog ayamnUEVOy TPOGHITOV
ouvodevel TN (wN KAde oTiyun wg ndeAnpévn N akolLGLO. avapvnon,
elval LEPOC TNG KOINUEPLVOTNTOC TTOV TN YEWRILEL GLVOLGONUATA KO
¢ Olvel Glopatikd vonpa kot meptexouevo. Tov ddvato elvar dv-
GKOAO V0. TOV QavTacTel KATOLOC XWEIC TNV OYATN, N TOVAGYLGTOV Y-
pl¢ 10 alcdnpa amoAelog 6e 66oug Gplokovtal 6N (wN. Anplovpyel
HOPQEC GXEGNC PETAULD £VOC TTPAYUATIKOV £0VTOV KAl €VOC GAAOL TTOV
dev Bploketal ma 6N (wN, AAAG TOL TAPAUEVEL ALOVLIO TOPOV GTN
ouveldnon. Onwg kat 6t 6Yéon petad NYov KOl GLWTNG, GTNYV 0.dL-
vapio OTTaPEng PLlog amoAVTNG GLOTING TToV deV GLVOOEVETOAL KOl VON-
poatodoTteltal amd TNV avARYNGY, TNV TPOGUOVN, 1 TNV aKOVGLO OVTi-
Anyn, €16t KoL 6TN (w1 N ATTOAVTN 0TTOVGLo. OEV ElVAL EPIKTN, EPOGOV
KAOE GTLYUN O OTTOV ELGEPYETOL GTNV TIPAYUOTIKOTNTO, WC AVTIKELEVO
GUVELPUOV GE TTOPOVTIKA €PEDIGUATA, OC OVTIKEUEVO PLVNUNG, €TTLOL-
ulag, aydmng.
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Iakovos Steinhauer
Aesthetics of absence in music

The concept of absence in music transcends mere silence, reflecting
both an internal and external reality. Music uniquely communi-
cates emotions and ideas that might not directly relate to physical
existence. E.-T.A. Hoffmann highlighted this in Beethoven’s 5th
Symphony, describing music as a gateway to the ineffable, de-
tached from the sensory world. Silence, particularly pauses, is in-
tegral to music’s structure, representing absence symbolically and
phenomenologically. Composers like Schiitz and Schubert used
pauses to signify themes like death, eternity, or suspension of re-
ality, while Cage explored silence as an active element or even as
“non-music”. Silence also frames the listening experience,
bookending and enriching the work’s temporal flow. Ultimately,
absence in music embodies memory, anticipation, and emotional
resonance, demonstrating that silence and sound are inseparable
in their aesthetic and existential interplay.
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